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Curriculum POLICY 
This Policy is intended for the entire school including EYFS 

Introduction 

 
Naima Jewish Preparatory School is a unique place. It has an individual identity that 
combines traditional Jewish values with a modern vision and is a forward thinking learning 
community with respect to both the secular studies and Jewish Studies.   
   

At Naima Jewish Preparatory School, we are committed to the development of children, to 
offer them the best start to their formal education: An education that is rich in opportunities 
and experiences; one that influences a lifelong love of learning. The curriculum is planned 
effectively, providing continuity and progression. It promotes an enjoyment of learning and 
a commitment to learning and achieving.    
   

We believe that our curriculum should be broad, balanced, creative and relevant and should 
meet the needs of all our learners whatever their ability. Through our secular and Jewish 
studies curriculum we aim to make provision for academic achievement and spiritual, social, 
moral, cultural, physical and creative development of our children. The curriculum policy 
recognises that all subjects contribute to the development of the pupils at Naima Jewish 
Prep School in the basic skills of Speaking, Listening, Literacy and Numeracy.    
   

The curriculum is the totality of our pupils’ learning experiences and is comprised of the 
Secular Curriculum, Jewish Studies and the wider curriculum. We ensure that the children 
have a wide range of learning experiences that challenge, stimulate and promote thinking 
and learning. The wider curriculum is promoted through our strong school ethos and gives 
our pupils the skills they need to become active and responsible members of the community. 
The school is fully committed to the teaching of British values.    
 

Aims and Objectives   

   

At Naima Jewish Preparatory School we undertake to:   
   

• Instil a love of learning.   

   

• Have high expectations of the children and ourselves.   

   

• Raise levels of attainment for all pupils, enabling them to achieve their personal best.   

   

• Promote thinking skills and habits of independent learning and self-reflection.   

   

• Develop pupils’ self-respect.   

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Encourage and promote pupils respect for the ideas, beliefs, attitudes, values, 

feelings and culture of others.   

   

• Prepare children to the standards and style of entrance examinations to senior 

schools suited to their abilities and temperament.   

   

• Promote pupils’ physical and mental development and an awareness of the 

importance of a healthy lifestyle.   

   

• Work with parents and the wider school community.   

   

• Help pupils grow into reliable, independent and positive members of the community.   

   

• Provide safe and happy work place.   

   

• Promote a thoughtful attitude to the immediate and wider environment.   

   

• Help pupils’ grow into reliable, independent and positive members of society.    

   

 

The Curriculum    

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum. As children enter   
Year Five and Six there is an increase in focus towards the 11+ syllabuses for English and 
Mathematics in order to prepare children for the requirements of the academic entrance 
examinations of their chosen senior school.    
   

In line with the current ISSR documentation, the written policy, plans, and schemes of work 
will not undermine the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual 
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.   
   

Throughout the school, the Head of Learning Support co-ordinates any help or support that 
may be required, either in the form of in class work with small groups or individual/small 
group withdrawal from the class.    
   

From Reception and above twenty-five percent of the curriculum is devoted to Jewish 
Studies. Cross-curricular opportunities between the Jewish Studies and Secular curriculum 
are given wherever possible to enhance children's knowledge and understanding.   
 
The Curriculum ensures that all pupils have experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, 
technological, human and social, physical, and aesthetic and creative education.  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Area Subjects ( mainly delivered 
through) 

Skills developed 

Linguistic English, Public Speaking 
competitions, JS 

Communication: developing 
pupils’ command of 
communication skills 
through listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. 

Mathematical Maths Numeracy: ability to make 
calculations, understand 
number and space and 
think logically and express 
themselves cogently. 

Scientific Science Knowledge and 

understanding of nature, 

materials and forces.  

Enquiry skills: observing, 
forming and testing 
hypotheses, conducting 
experiments, recording 
observations, questioning 
and expressing themselves 
clearly 

Technological IT, STEAM workshops, Art 
and Design, cross-curricular 

Develop pupils’ use of 
IT&C: developing, planning 
and communicating ideas, 
evaluating processes, 
coding and creativity 

Human, Social and Cultural,  English. Humanities, 
PSHEE, Ivrit, JS 

Knowledge and 
understanding of people, 
societies, different cultures 
and the environment; 
communicating information 
clearly, qualifying ideas, 
weighing up evidence, 
writing analytically and with 
high levels of evaluation, 
developing written 
presentation skills and oral 
presentation skills. 

Physical PE and Games Knowledge and 
understanding of the basic 
principles of fitness and 
health; developing physical 
control, co-ordination, 
tactical abilities, critical 
evaluation and the ability to 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

self-assess and make 
progress. 

Aesthetic and Creative Art and Design, Music, 
Drama workshops and 
public performances, 
English, JS 

Developing skills in areas 
such as making, composing 
and inventing which feed 
into creativity, critical 
awareness and strong 
communication skills. 

 

EYFS  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the statutory framework published in July 
2025 by the Department for Education that sets the standards for the development, learning 
and care of children from birth to five. It supports an integrated approach to early learning 
and care. It gives professionals a set of common principles and commitments to deliver 
quality early education and childcare experiences to all children.   

The Childcare Act Section 39(1)(a) 2006 stipulates that Early Years providers must ensure 
that their provision meets the learning and development requirements as specified in the 
EYFS (Learning and Development Requirements) Order 2007 (amended in 2012, 2014.  
2017, 2021). The Act states that this Order can specify the arrangements which are required 
for assessing children for the purpose of ascertaining what they have achieved in relation to 
the early learning goals (ELGs).     

There are seven areas of learning; the three that are highlighted are known as the Three 
Prime Areas:   

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Communication and Language     

Physical Development    

Literacy   
Maths    
Understanding the World   
Expressive Arts and Design   
   

There are specialist teachers for Physical Education, yoga, Stretch and Grow, Jewish Studies, 
Ivrit and Music.  Please refer to Curriculum letters and Curriculum maps for more 
information.   

Infants (Key Stage 1)   

   

Key Stage 1 of the National Curriculum begins formally in Year One. Class Teachers are 
responsible for teaching English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities (History and 
Geography).  Art and Design Technology is taught either by the class teacher or a specialist 
teacher within the school. In Year One Science and Humanities may be delivered through 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/5/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/5/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/5/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2016/5/contents


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic based learning in order to provide continuity from the Knowledge and Understanding 
of the World area of learning in the EYFS curriculum.   
   

Specialist teachers are employed in Physical Education, Ivrit (Modern Hebrew), Computing 
and Music.   
   

Juniors (Key Stage 2)   

   

From Year 3 upwards the curriculum content and skills taught in Mathematics, English, 
Computing, Science, History and Geography are broadly in line with the National Curriculum.   
The Year 5 and Year 6 Class Teachers are usually the English and Mathematics Department 
Heads and the curriculum in these subjects for these two classes is based on preparing 
children for entrance examinations to senior school.    
   

Verbal or Non Verbal Reasoning practice occurs regularly. Specialist teachers are employed 
in Art (for Years 3 and 4), Physical Education, Ivrit, (Modern Hebrew), Computing and 
Music.   
   

Groups   

   

For the core subjects of Mathematics, Jewish Studies and English children are placed in 
small groups – usually ability based – from the last term of Year 2 or beginning of Year 3 
upwards. The groups are flexible according to topic or strand of learning and are reviewed 
through professional judgment in conjunction with Heads of Department as well as ongoing 
and summative assessment and class/group meetings.    
  

Pupils with EHCP plans  

EHCP plan requirements for any pupils will be followed.  The curriculum takes into account 
the needs, ages and abilities of all pupils.  
    

Thinking Skills   

   

These are developed through the Jewish Studies curriculum. Children in Year 5 and Year 6 
have Study Skills lessons.    
   

PSHEE/SMSC   

   

Throughout the school PSHEE is an integral part of the curriculum. It is taught throughout 
the school although not always as a discrete subject. It is the responsibility of all staff who 
come into contact with the children. It is taught through subject teaching, circle time, 
assemblies, festival events, charity/community involvement, outings, class roles and 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

responsibilities and speakers. PSHEE provides opportunities for many Secular and Jewish 
Studies cross-curricular activities. PSHEE helps to give pupils the knowledge, skills and 
understanding they need to lead confident, healthy, independent lives and to become 
informed, active, responsible citizens of British society.   
 
 
RHE 
 
RHE will be delivered by both Secular and Jewish Studies Class Teachers during PSHEE and 
form time sessions. There are cross-curricular links with Science where possible, which are 
incorporated within the Science curriculum.  Resources include Jigsaw, S.E.A.L and Badger 
 
   

Homework   

   

Homework is a crucial part of the Home/School partnership. The Homework Policy is 
distributed to parents and a homework timetable is published for each class every term. 
Class Teachers email Homework tasks to Parents. In addition, the Homework Diary is signed 
at home daily and checked by the Class Teacher daily.    
   

Trips and Outings   

   

Part of the curriculum is delivered through Class outings and residential trips to Kingswood 
and Gibraltar.    
   

Curriculum Organisation   

   

Long Term Plans - Developed by Heads of Departments and Subject Coordinators in the 
form of Curriculum Maps.   
Medium Term Plans – Developed by Heads of Departments and Subject Leaders in 
conjunction with Class Teachers in the form of termly schemes of work.   
The school regularly reviews and updates long and medium term planning.  We live in an 
ever changing world and pupils must be prepared for modern British life as they progress to 
their senior schools.  
Short Term Plans – are written weekly and evaluated by Class/Subject teachers. This show 
differentiation for groups and individuals, success criteria identified and more detailed 
learning objectives. 
 
Parents have access to year group curriculum information on the website.  
   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equal Opportunities   

   

We believe that all children in the school should have equal opportunities and equal access 
to the curriculum.    
   

Respect for people with protected characteristics    

   

The school promotes diversity and does not tolerate discrimination on any grounds. It 
complies fully with Section 6 of the Equality Act 2010" (age, disability, gender reassignment, 
marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion/belief, sex and sexual 
orientation).  This is taught through the PSHEE/RHE curriculum, termly SMSC calendar, 
assemblies, BBC News, Discovery Education (online education) weekly news.  It is reinforced 
throughout all subjects and underpins the Hidden Curriculum which is the name for the 
unwritten, unofficial, and sometimes unplanned lessons, values, and insights that children 
learn in school.  
 
The school will adopt a zero tolerance approach to any physical, discriminatory, 
prejudice-based issues, and all staff will challenge any abusive behavioural/learning/teaching 
on the basis of protected characteristics that comes to their notice and will report on to the 
DSL Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), Gemma Babani any issues of this nature. Please 
see the Safeguarding Policy for further details about dealing with child on child abuse. 

 

  Monitoring and Review   

   

This policy will need to be reviewed regularly in the light of new initiatives and/or changes in 
the National Curriculum and EYFS. The policy will be reviewed annually.   
   

Associated Documentation    

   

EYFS policy, PSHEE policy, RHE Policy, Subject Policies, Long-Term Curriculum Maps, 
Curriculum Plan, Learning Support Policy, EAL policy,  Differentiation Policy,  Marking and 
Feedback and More Able Policy.     
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Naima Jewish Preparatory School Curriculum Plan 
 

Overview:    

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage and the National Curriculum. This framework 
provides subject matter appropriate for the ages and aptitudes of pupils, including those 
who are EAL or on the school SEN and Able registers.   
As children enter Year Five and Six there is an increase in focus towards the 11+ syllabuses 
for English and Mathematics in order to prepare children for the requirements of the 
academic entrance examinations of their chosen senior school.    
The Jewish Studies curriculum is the school’s own curriculum as directed by the Head of 
Jewish Studies.   
Throughout the school PSHEE/SMSC/FBV/RHE is an integral part of the curriculum. It is 
taught throughout the school although not always as a discrete subject.  It is the 
responsibility of all staff who come into contact with the children.   
   

Refer to Curriculum policy, Curriculum Plans and Curriculum information for more detail 
about the curriculum and organisation.   
   

School Year/Calendar   

The school calendar/year is driven by the Jewish calendar.  This is a lunar calendar which 
means that festivals fall on different days of a particular month each year.  This has a 
particular impact on September when the majority of major Jewish festivals occur.    
In addition, the length of the school day on Fridays is determined by the start of the Jewish 
Sabbath which begins at sunset.   
As a result, the school year is divided into ‘Short Friday’ weeks, when the school ends at 
1pm for all and ‘Long Friday’ weeks, when school ends at 3.30pm for all.  ‘Short Fridays’ 
usually occur between October and March.    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timetable notes   

• From Reception and above twenty-five percent of the curriculum is devoted to 

Jewish Studies within the remaining seventy-five percent being secular.   

• Every day, across the school, begins with Tefillah (morning) prayers (20 minutes) 

and prayers are again recited at the end of lunch (10minutes) before the afternoon 

session starts.    

• Additional Monthly prayers of Hallel changes the timings of Lessons 1 and 2 (Year 2 

upwards).    

• A Friday Kabbalat Shabbat (before Sabbath) takes place every Friday (three separate 

assemblies across each Key Stage) at the end of the day.   

• Junior Assembly occurs every Monday between 10.30 and 10.45am  

• Infant Assembly occurs every Tuesday afternoon at 3.05.   

• Monthly Tutorials, occur at either 10.15 or 3.15 for Years 3 to 6.    

   

Curriculum Breakdown   

The timetable is broken down as follows for each key stage:   

EYFS   

School day starts:  8.40am   and ends:  3.30pm   
There are four blocks of learning a day, with each block varying between 40minutes to 60 
minutes depending on the time of day.    
There are seven areas of learning; the three that are highlighted are known as the Three 
Prime Areas: Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and Language 
Physical Development, Literacy, Maths, Understanding the World, Expressive Arts and 
Design.   
There are specialist teachers for Physical Education, yoga, Ivrit, and Music. Drama is taught 
as part of the integrated child and teacher led curriculum as well as by Performa Drama 
workshops.  Modern Hebrew (Ivrit) is incorporated into Jewish Studies lessons and children 
have one lesson a week.  Ivrit and English spoken in Pre-Nursery.  

Infants (Key Stage 1)   

School day starts: 8.20am and ends 3.30pm:   
The length of the lesson varies from 35-50 minutes a day depending on the time of day.    
In Year One Science and Humanities may be delivered through Topic based learning in 
order to provide continuity from Understanding of the World area of learning in the EYFS 
curriculum.   
Key Stage 1 of the National Curriculum begins formally in Year One. Class Teachers are 
responsible for teaching English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities (History and 
Geography).    
Art and Design Technology is taught either by the class teacher or an internal specialist.  
Design Technology opportunities occur across the school and are incorporate into the 
curriculum. Specialist teachers are employed in Physical Education, Ivrit (Modern Hebrew), 
Drama, Computing, Yoga and Music.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RHE is delivered by both Secular and Jewish Studies Class Teachers during PSHEE and form 
time sessions. There are cross-curricular links with Science where possible, which are 
incorporated within the Science curriculum. Note: Spring 2021 Jigsaw PSHEE to be trialled 
.  
 
Maths – 5 lessons a week (including 1 which is IT based)   
English – 5 lessons a week  
Jewish Studies - 8 lessons a week.    
Humanities – 2 lessons a week for Short Fridays, 3 for Long Fridays.  Geography and History 
topics are rotated. Year 1 have Topic (moving on from EYFS Understanding the World) into 
Science/History/Geography topics. Ivrit is incorporated in JS and one lesson a week.  Art 
and Design is one lesson a week.   PE is twice a week.  
   

 

 

Juniors (Key Stage 2)   

School Day starts: 8.20   and ends: 4.00pm   
Lesson length   

There are seven lessons during the day:   
Lessons 1 and 2 - 50minutes   
Lessons 3-6 -45 minutes    
Lesson 7 – 40minutes.   
 Art is an hour and Ivrit (Modern Hebrew) lessons are half an hour.   
Subjects   

From Year 3 upwards the Secular academic subjects studied are Mathematics, English, 
Computing, Science, Humanities (History and Geography), Ivrit ( Modern Hebrew),  PE, Art 
and Design, Music, PSHEE/FBV/SMSC/RHE which are broadly in line with the National  
Curriculum.  

 

Juniors (Key Stage 2)   

Juniors have a 10-minute Registration period every day.   
A morning form period before break of 15 minutes is designated for Reading, changing for 
PE/Games, any notices or PSHEE/SMSC/FBV/RHE topics.    
In Years 5 and 6 the morning form period includes Verbal and Non-Verbal practice and 
learning.   
 There is an afternoon form period of 15 minutes for each Junior class.  
 
 

Years 3 and 4   

Maths – 6 lessons per week (includes one Maths/ICT lesson) (4 hours and 45 minutes)   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English – 6 lessons per week. (4 hours and 25 minutes- Y3) (4 hours 45 year Y4)   
Humanities – 2 lessons per week, 3 during ‘Long Friday’ weeks.  Geography and History 
topics are rotated. (1 hour 30minutes during ‘Short Fridays weeks’, 2 hours 5 minutes during 
‘Long Friday’ weeks.)   
Science – 3 lessons per week (2 hours 20minutes)   
Jewish Studies – 8 lessons per week, 9 during long Fridays.  Jewish Studies broken down 
into 5   
Chumash lessons (1 every day), 2 Jewish Living Lessons (3 during ‘Long Friday’ weeks) and 
1 Parashah lesson a week.    
Computing – 1 lesson per week plus a summer Computing workshop on one long Friday 
afternoon. (45 minutes plus one workshop of 90 minutes)   
Ivrit – 1 lesson a week. (45 minutes)   
Music – 1 lesson a week (45 minutes)   
PSHEE/RHE/FBV – 1 lesson a week (minutes) plus form periods* 
Drama – one term of 1 lesson (45 minutes) a week Drama lessons delivered by an external 
specialist.   
Art – 1 lesson a week (Year 3 45 minutes, Year 4 I hour)   
Games at Paddington Rec – 1 lesson a week (1 hour 20minutes)   
PE – 1 lesson a week (40 minutes)   

Year 5    

Maths – 6 lessons per week (includes one Maths/ICT lesson). This increases to 7 lessons a 
week in the Summer term. (4 hours 30minutes increasing to 5 hours 30 minutes in the 
Summer).   
English – 6 lessons per week. This increases to 7 lessons a week in the Summer term. (4 
hours and 20 minutes increasing to 5 hours 25 minutes in the summer)   
Humanities – 2 lessons per week, 3 during ‘Long Friday’ weeks.  Geography and History 
topics are rotated. (1 hour 30miutes during ‘Short Fridays weeks’, 2 hours 5 minutes during 
‘Long Friday’ weeks.)   
Science – 3 lessons per week (2 hours 15 minutes)   
Jewish Studies – 8 lessons per week, 9 during ‘Long Fridays’.  Jewish Studies broken down 
into 5 Chumash lessons (1 every day), 2 Jewish Living Lessons (3 during ‘Long Friday’ 
weeks) and 1 Parashah lesson a week.    
Computing – 1 lesson per week plus a summer Computing workshop on one long Friday 
afternoon. (40 minutes plus one workshop of 90 minutes)   
Ivrit – 1 lessons a week. (4 minutes)   
Music – 1 lesson a week (45 minutes) not during Summer term due to additional Maths 
lesson.   
PSHEE/SMSC/FBV – 1 formal lesson a week (35minutes) plus form period*  
Drama – one term of 1 lesson a week Drama lessons delivered by an external specialist (45 
minutes)   
Art – 1 lesson a week (1 hour)   
Games at Paddington Rec – 1 lesson a week (1hr 20min)    
PE – 1 lesson a week. (40mins)   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 6   

Maths – 7 lessons per week in the Autumn term. This decreases to 5 lessons per week in 
the Spring and Summer terms. (5 hours 30 minutes decreasing to 4 hours).   
English – 7 lessons per week in the Autumn term. This decreases to 5 lessons per week in 
the spring and Summer terms. (5 hours 30 minutes decreasing to 4 hours).   
Humanities –  Autumn 1 lesson per week (45 minutes), 2 lessons a week during ‘Long 
Fridays’ (90 minutes).  Spring and Summer Terms – Holocaust Studies -1 lesson a week (45 
minutes), Hesed/Gibraltar/Israel alternately (HGI) – 1 lesson a week (45minutes).   
Science – 2 lessons per week (1 hour 35minutes) increasing to 3 lessons (2hours 20 
minutes) in spring and Summer terms.    
Jewish Studies – 8 lessons per week, 9 during ‘Long Fridays’.  Jewish Studies broken down 
into  

5 Chumash lessons (1 every day), 2 Jewish Living Lessons (3 during ‘Long Friday’ weeks) 
and 1 Parashah lesson a week.    
Computing – 1 lesson per week ( 45 minutes) increasing to 2 lessons per week ( 1 hour 
35minutes)  in the Spring and Summer terms plus a summer Computing workshop on one 
long Friday afternoon.   
Ivrit – 1 lessons a week during Autumn term.  Increasing to two lessons a week in Spring 
and Summer with a weeklong immersive Ivrit week in the spring or Summer term.   
PSHEE/SMSC/BV – 1 formal lesson a week (25minutes)   
Art – 1 lesson a week (1 hour)   
Games at Paddington Rec – 1 lesson a week (1hr 20min)    
PE – 1 lesson a week. (40mins)   
Drama/Music - Graduation in the Summer term.  Drama/Music either on Friday afternoons of 
the Summer term or in 2018 a week of Drama/Music with no other lessons.    
 
*Note: PSHEE/RHE is delivered by both Secular and Jewish Studies Class Teachers during 
PSHEE and form time sessions. There are cross-curricular links with Science where possible, 
which are incorporated within the Science curriculum.  
 
The Curriculum post entrance exams for Y6 extends to include Holocaust Studies, plus HGI 
which includes Hesed (‘Gift organisation’ part of PSHEE/RHE/FBV/SMSC citizenship), 
studying Gibraltar (in preparation for trip to Gibraltar) and Israel.   
Verbal or Non-Verbal Reasoning practice occurs regularly. Specialist teachers are employed 
in Art, Physical Education, Ivrit, (Modern Hebrew), Computing and Drama.   
   

 
Total hours   

DfE guidelines – non statutory guidance  

The length of the school week, for mainstream, state funded schools should be 32.5 hours 
including lunch and breaks.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64a2f21fbb13dc000cb2e5e1/Minimum_Schoo
l_Week_Non-Statutory_Guidance.pdf 

Naima Jewish Prep School   

7hrs 10 minutes per day Infant ( Rec/KS1) long Fridays = 35hrs 50 minutes each week   
7hrs 40 minutes per day Junior ( KS2) long Friday = 38 hours 20 minutes each week   
During the winter school ends at 1pm or 2.30pm on a Friday to allow for the Sabbath.  
 

 

Monitoring and Review   
 
   

This policy will need to be reviewed regularly in the light of new initiatives and/or changes in 
the National Curriculum and EYFS. The policy will be reviewed annually.   
 
   

Associated Documentation    
   

EYFS policy, PSHEE policy, RHE policy, Subject Policies, Long-Term Curriculum Maps, 
Curriculum Policy, Learning Support Policy, EAL policy, More Able Policy.   

 
 
Sue Saddington   
Director of Studies  
July 2025 
 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64a2f21fbb13dc000cb2e5e1/Minimum_School_Week_Non-Statutory_Guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/64a2f21fbb13dc000cb2e5e1/Minimum_School_Week_Non-Statutory_Guidance.pdf
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