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EYFS JOLLY PHONICS POLICY

At NJPS we use an excellent and widely accepted synthetics phonics scheme to teach
children letter sounds. ‘Jolly Phonics’ is ideal for children who are learning how to read and
write for the first time. It is also helpful for children who have reading/writing difficulties and
for those children who are learning English as their second language.

‘Jolly Phonics’ is introduced in the Nursery class and the scheme continues into the children’s
Reception year. Children respond with great enjoyment as they learn the actions, songs and
stories associated with each sound.

What is Jolly Phonics?

Jolly Phonics is a systematic, sequential, phonics programme designed to teach children to
read, write and spell. Children learn 40+ sounds of the English language, rather than the
alphabet. They are then taken through the stages of blending and segmenting words to
develop reading and writing skills.

Jolly Phonics is a fun and child centred approach to teaching literacy through synthetic
phonics. With actions for each of the 42 letter sounds, the multi-sensory method is very
motivating for children and teachers.

Letter Sound Order

The sounds are taught in a specific order (not alphabetically). This enables children to begin
building words as early as possible.
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How does Jolly Phonics work?
Using a synthetic phonics approach, Jolly Phonics teaches children the five key skills for
reading and writing. With the use of worksheets, kinaesthetic actions, flash cards, games,
games on the interactive white board, word books, tactile experiences, roll and write, talking
phonics and using the alphabet frieze children are exposed to a huge variety of resources.
The five steps of learning are:

1. Learning the letter sounds
Children are taught the 42 main letter sounds. This includes alphabet sounds as well as
digraphs such as sh, th, ai and ue. The children also learn trigraphs such as igh, ure, air and
split diagraphs such as u-e, i-e, a-e.

2. Learning letter formation
Using different multi-sensory methods, children learn how to form and write the letters.

Children practise letter formation weekly by air writing and in their Phonic books writing the
letter and drawing a picture of something beginning with the letter of the week.

3. Blending

Children are taught how to blend the sounds together to read and write new words



NAIMA

Jewish Preparatory School

4. Identifying the sounds in words (Segmenting)

Listening for the sounds in words gives children the best start for improving spelling.

5. Tricky words - irregular words

Tricky words have irregular spellings and children learn these by sight separately to the rest
of the letter sounds. They learn how to read and spell words that do not sound the same as
they are spelled (e.g., “was” and “come”). Children are given a Tricky word bookmark with
about 6 words to learn every 6 weeks or so.

Reading at NJPS

We aim to have an enriched Literacy learning environment. Children listen to stories on a
daily basis, they are always welcome to bring in favourite books to share with their
classmates and they have access to a class and school library. Some children in Nursery
begin to read the first readers we have with CVC words. In Reception we use reading
schemes to help children become successful and confident readers. We have a selection of
books from: Rigby Star, Oxford Reading Tree, Collins Big Cat, Alphablocks and Jolly Phonics.
The selection of books enables children to experience a varied style of readers. Children
read daily at school to their teachers and a book is sent home every night. Children can read
a few pages per night to begin with and then when the children are more confident they will
be given a new book every night.

Assessment:

Literacy assessments (reading and writing of Tricky words) are carried out every Half Term
so that teachers can monitor children’s progress and understanding.

To what extent has research shown Jolly Phonics to be useful?

Research has shown Jolly Phonics to be extremely beneficial in helping children to read,
write, and spell. Additionally, researchers have found that the earlier Jolly Phonics is
introduced to children, the greater the improvement in reading, writing, and spelling
abilities. Current research has found that even Nursery children can greatly benefit from this
type of systematic phonics program and, for children whose first language is not English,
Jolly Phonics increases the rate at which they learn the language.

Website: www.jollylearning.co.uk



http://www.jollylearning.co.uk/

	EYFS JOLLY PHONICS POLICY

